
Lincoln's Inn Finale

The last official event of the anniversary year was a black tie dinner, ably organised
by Chris Russell and Sally Holland and held in the padeed splendour of the Old
Hall, Lincoln's Inn, London, on 10December. A messagefrom the Duke ofEdinburgh
was printed at the front of the menu cards. Among the guests were the Swiss
Ambassador, Alexis Lautenberg and Dr Lodovico Sella of the Sella Foundation.
The toast, 'To the Mountain Clubs of the World' was proposed by George Band and
responded to by AC honorary member Nick Clinch of the USA. Their speeches are
reproduced here:

George Band

10 THE MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF THE WORLD

T he AC's Golden Jubilee Dinner took place on 17 December 1907 also
at Lincoln's Inn, but in the Great Hall, where Douglas Freshfield

remarked: 'Will the company which dines here 50 years hence include the
conqueror of Mount Everest?' Indeed it did! At the Dorchester Hotel on
6 November 1957, the President was John Hunt. Among the 410 present
were 55 official guests including Tenzing, while among absent friends,
Ed Hillary and George Lowe were moving steadily towards each other
across the Antarctic. Michael Westmacott and I were present, as were several
others here this evening: AIan Blackshaw, Simon Clark, Chris Simpson
and Tony Streather. Emlyn Jones, at 92, was on the list but sadly has just
fallen and broken his hip. We wish him a rapid recovery. In 1957, the toast
to 'The Mountain Clubs of the World' was proposed by Sir Arnold Lunn.
Referring to the bond that unites all mountaineers, he suggested it was
closer than in any other sport. He said how much this bond meant to him
in a period of acute wartime anxiety when at the end of 1940 he spent two
weeks in North America. His only comparatively happy hours were those
spent in the company of mountaineers.

I had a similar experience when, newly married to Susan, I was posted
in 1959 by Shell to the desert oil town of Midland in the wilds of West
Texas, not knowing anybody. Out of the blue, I was telephoned by Nick
Clinch who I had never met. He invited us to join him and his parents at
their home in Dallas on New Year's Eve. We ate the traditional Texas supper
of barbeque beef with sweet potatoes and blackeye peas. Next day he had
tickets for American Football at the Cotton Bowl: Texas University versus
Syracuse. Spurred on by the cheerleaders, with great fervour I sang 'The
Eyes of Texas are upon you... ' with my hand firmly clasped over my heart.
I am really delighted that Nick is here tonight to respond to my toast.
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, BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

One of the strongest instincts ofsmall children is
to explore their environment. In some people this
instinct tends to fade with time, but with others it seems
to become stronger and more demanding as they
mature. For those who see go great value in getting to
the top ofmountains, the courage and dedication of the
addicted climber is a mystery.

Climbers are single-minded, and it should come
as no surprise to find that the pioneers of serious
mountain climbing very soon formed themselves into a
club. The Alpine Club has every reason to celebrate its
150th anniversary, and I am delighted to have this
opportunity to send my congratulations and best wishes
to everyone attending this anniversary dinner. It will be
a great occasion to recognise the achievements of its
members over the years, and also to be grateful to all
those who have kept the Club going through good times

and bad. Q

Message from

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KJ
Honorary Member of the Alpine Club
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How can I possibly pay tribute to the Mountain Clubs of the World?
There are over 300 Clubs in the UK alone, and over 80 affiliated to the
International Mountaineering and Climbing Federation, known as the
UIAA. The 'Arc Alpine' countries of France, Switzerland, Germany, Austria
and Italy, with their huge numbers, provide the core financing and
membership of the various commissions on which the UK is well
represented. I can only speak from my experience as a delegate to UlAA
meetings held by rotation in member countries. When it was the turn of
Slovenia, they generously offered a pre-meeting guided tour of the Julian
Alps. I applied and was duly met at the airport by an attractive girl in her
early twenties, 'Ah, Mr Band, welcome to Slovenia. I am your guide and
you are my only client!' So for three days we tripped hand in hand, or
should I say from hut to hut, over Triglav and several other fine limestone
peaks, before joining some SO delegates from 20 countries. Mountaineering
is important in Slovenia. I learnt that one third of all their parliamentarians
were members of the Slovenian AC. When, as UIAA president, lan
McNaught-Davis had an audience with the President of Slovenia, the latter
lamented that he had only managed 150 days' climbing so far that year.

Mac has just been to Japan as the AC delegate to the UIAA. I immediately
think of Tom Nakamura, editor of the Japanese Alpine News, who has been
so generous in sharing the results of his 28 expeditions over 17 years to the
'Alps of Tibet' in the eastern Hirnalaya, with all mountaineers, so that our
current stars like Mick Fowler, Paul Ramsden and Chris Watts can enjoy
first ascents of these spectacular virgin 6000m peaks.

Harish Kapadia of the Himalayan Club is another generous explorer,
and his Club was wonderfully hospitable to us in 2005, celebrating the
50th anniversary of Kangchenjunga in Mumbai and Kolkata, and with our
dear friends the Sherpas in Darjeeling. Later in May, at an event organised
by the Nepal Mountaineering Association, it was an unforgettable
experience for Norman Hardie, Tony Streather and me to be garlanded
and then driven in a horse-drawn open carriage through the crowded streets
of Old Kathmandu.

Finally, one must reserve a very special place for the Swiss. Their
hospitality has been superb, from the early days of 'The Club Room of
Zermatt 1864' at the Hotel Monte Rosa; and the first great alpine guides,
up until the unveiling last June of the statue 'Marking 150 Years of
Friendship between Zermatt and the Pioneers of Alpinism'.

I end on a cautionary note prompted by reading Doug Scott's article
'Resisting the Appeasers' in the current Alpine Journal. Inexorably, drilling
and bolting is spreading to the high mountains, including the great Alpine
classic rock climbs. Murnmery's route up the Zmutt ridge of the Matterhorn
only just escaped being fixed with iron stanchions on the difficult passages.
It is up to us as AC members to set an example in climbing ethics by reminding
our friends in other Clubs that the finest memorial to the Pioneers ofthe Golden
Age would be to leave the great routes just as the Victorians found them.



107. Final dinner of the AC's 150th anniversary year in the splendour of the
Old Hall, Lincoln's Inn, December 2007. (Reproduced by courtesy of
SKM Photographic Studio)

Nick Clinch

TO THE ALPINE CLUB

First I would like to report that there is a recent achievement of the Alpine
Club of which you may be unaware. Composed as it is of mountaineers,

it is almost impossible to get the board of the American Alpine Club to
agree on anything, but recently a minor miracle occurred, and they voted
unanimously to extend their congratulations to the Alpine Club on its 150th
anniversary. So on behalf of one of your younger and paler imitations,
I am pleased to present this certificate of our affection and high regard.

Once an American primary school teacher asked her class whether, if
Abraham Lincoln were alive today, he would be considered to be a great
man. A boy in the first row raised his hand, then jumped up and said 'Yes!'
Pleased, the teacher asked 'Why Johnnie?' The boy replied, 'Because he
would be 150 years old.' Today the Alpine Club is considered a great
institution and not just because it is 150 years old.
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Earlier this year, mountaineers from all over the world gathered in Zermatt
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of this, the first alpine club, an institution
that inspired the establishment of similar clubs including the Japanese
Alpine Club, the Alpine Club of Canada, the American Alpine Club and
many others. But they did not come just to pay worthy homage to an
organisation which is first among equals. They came to celebrate what it
began and for the important qualities that it still represents. For centuries
there had been scattered ascents of mountains that has enabled many of us
to claim for our countries an early start in the sport. But it was the Victorians
who formed the Alpine Club that gave us mountaineering. The Club enabled
them to exchange their feelings about challenge and risk, together with the
beauty of the mountains and how climbing made them more aware of their
natural surroundings. John Ruskin was wrong. AC members did not look
upon the Alps as 'greased poles in a bear garden'. They understood that
difficulty enlarged their appreciation of mountains, not diminished it. They
bonded with others who climbed, first with their fellow members and then
with everyone who went into the high hills, as John Muir said, 'to get their
glad tidings'. These were the pioneers who set our standards and our
expectations and gave mountaineers throughout the world, and not just
Britain, our heritage.

This 'brotherhood of the rope' is not a cliche as some cynics might think.
Yes, even before Whymper and Carrell on the Matterhorn there had been
less than cordial behaviour in the hills. But it is minor compared to the
strong spirit of comradeship that comes from being a mountaineer. I know.
Almost 50 years ago we climbed Hidden Peak; two Americans reached the
summit but the success belonged to climbers from around the world who
eagerly went far out of their way to help. Americans, Pakistanis, Baltis,
English, French, Swiss, Italian and Japanese mountaineers worked together
toward a common end. That is just one example. You all have your own.
As a result of this brotherhood, I have the finest friends in the world, as I
am sure you have as well. It is for this gift that mountaineers throughout
the world celebrate the founding of the Alpine Club.

It is inevitable that the tremendous growth in numbers of people climbing
mountains will tend to dilute these feelings; therefore, it is even more
important that the Alpine Club remains a vigorous source of renewal of
this legacy. So as we celebrate tonight among ourselves this gift of the
challenge, beauty and friendship of the hills that the founders of 150 years
ago have given us, please join me and the members of mountain clubs
throughout the world in a toast to the symbol of our past, our present, and
our future - 'to the Alpine Club'.



108. Doug Scott, Dennis Gray, Peter Habeler and Mike Mortimer
celebrate at the opening anniversary dinner at Shap Wells,
Cumbria, February 2007. (Dick Tumbull)

109. AC members and guests celebrating the 150th anniversary at the Pen
y Gwryd Hotel, below Snowdon, 12-13 May 2007. Jane Pullee looked
after everyone magnificently as some 40 lucky diners - including seven
past and present Presidents - emulated the alpine pioneers, drinking
sparkling Bouvet and feasting on Rack of Welsh Lamb.
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